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which it relates, contrary to the nature of adjectives in Eng- 
life ; and though we fay the action was amifs, we never fay an 
amifs action. 

9. Amifs is ufed by Shakefpeare as a noun fubftantive. 

To my fick foul, as .fin’s true nature is, 

Each toy feems prologue to fomc great amifs. Hamlet. 

Ami'ssion. n.f. [ amijfto , Lat.J Lofs. 

To Ami't. v. a. [amitto, Lat.] To lofc : a word little in ufc. 
Ice is water congealed by the frigidity of the air, whereby it 
acquireth no new form, but rather a confidence or determina- 
tion of its difflucncy, and amitteth not its effcnce, but condition 
of fluidity. Browns Vulgar Err ours, b.n. 

A'mity. n.f. [ami tie, Fr. amici tia, Lat.J Friendfeip, whether 
publick between nations, oppofed to war , or among the people, 
oppofed to difeord, or between private perfons. 

The prophet David did think, that the very meeting of men 
together, and their accompanying one another to the houfe of 
God, feould make the bond of their love infoluble, and tie them 
in a league of inviolable amity. Hooker , b. v. § 38. 

The monarchy of Great Britain was in league and amity with 
all the world. Sir John Davies on Ireland. 

You have a noble and a true conceit 
Of godlike amity ; which appears mod drongly 
In bearing thus the abfence of your lord. Shak.Merch. of V :n. 

And ye, oh Tyrians, with immortal hate 
Purfue this race, this fervice dedicate 
To my deplored afees; let there be 

’Twixt us and them no league nor amity. Sir John Denham. 

AM MON FAC. n.f. The name of a dmg. 

Gum Ammoniac is brought from the Ead Indies, and is fup- 
pofed to ooze from an umbelliferous plant. Diofcorides fays, 
it is the juice of a kind of ferula growing in Barbary, and the 
plant is called agafyllis. Pliny calls the tree met op ion, which, he 
fays, grows near the temple of Jupiter Ammon, whence the 
gum takes its name. It ought to be in dry drops, white with- 
in, yellowife without, eafily fufible, refinous, fomewhat bitter, 
and of a very fearp tade and fmell, fomewhat like garlick. This 
gum is faid to have ferved the ancients for inccnfe, in their fa- 
crifices. It enters fevcral medicinal compofitions, as an attc- 
nuant and detergent ; and, outwardly applied, it is refolutive 
and fuppurative. Savory. Trevoux. 

Sal Ammoniac is a volatile fait of two kinds, ancient and mo- 
dern. The ancient fort, deferibed by Pliny and Diofcorides, 
was a native fait, generated in thofe large inns or caravanferas, 
where the crouds of pilgrims, coming from the temple of Jupi- 
ter Ammon, ufed to lodge ; who, in thofe parts, travelling up- 
on camels, and thofe creatures when in Cyrcne, a province of 
Egypt, where feat celebrated temple dood, urining in the fta- 
bles, or, fay fome, in the parched fands, out of this urine, which 
is remarkably drong, arofe a kind of fait, denominated fome- 
times from the temple, Ammoniac , and fometimes from the 
country, Cyreniac. Since the ccflation of thefe pilgrimages, 
no more of this fait is produced there ; and, from this deficien- 
cy, fome fufpecl there never was any fuch thing: but this fuf- 
picion is removed, by the large quantities of a fait, nearly of 
the fame nature, thrown out by mount /Etna. The characters 
of the ancient fa l ammoniac are, that it cools water, turns aqua 
fortis into aqua regia, and confequcntly diflolves gold. 

The modern fal ammoniac is entirely factitious, and made in 
Egypt ; where fevcral long-necked glafs bottles, being filled with 
foot, a little fea fait, and fee urine of cattle, and having their 
mouths luted with a piece of wet cotton, are placed over an 
oven or furnace, contrived for the purpofe, in a thick bed of 
afees, nothing but the necks appearing, and kept there two days 
and anight, with a continual (Irong fire. The fleam fwells up 
the cotton, and forms a pafte at the vent-hole, hindering fee 
falts from evaporating; which, being confined, flick to the top 
of the bottle, and are, upon breaking it, taken out in thofe large 
cakes, which they fend to England. Only foot exhaled from 
dung, is the proper ingredient in this preparation; and fee 
dung of camels affords the ftrongeft and beft. 

Our chymifts imitate fee Egyptian fal ammoniac, by adding 
one part of common fait to five of urine ; wife which fome mix 
that quantity of foot, and putting the whole in a veffel, they 
raife from it, by fublimation, a white, friable, farinaceous fub- 
ftance, which they call fal ammoniac. There are various pre- 
parations of this fait ufed in pharmacy ; as, fuldimate of fal am- 
moniac, and flowers of fal ammoniac, ufed as fudorificks, diu- 
reticks, and good aperients ; volatile fal ammoniac, ufed againft 
malignant fevers, as a fudorifick, and in pocket bottles ; fpirit 
of fal ammoniac, of various kinds. Chambers. 

Ammoni'acal. adj. [from ammoniac.] Having the properties 
of ammoniac (alt. 

Human blood calcin’d, yields no fixed fait ; nor is it a fid 
ammoniack ; for that remains immutable after repeated diflil- 
lations ; and diftillation deftroys the ammoniacal quality of ani- 
mal falts, and turns them alkaline : fo feat it is a fait neither 
quite fixed, nor quite volatile, nor quite acid, nor quite alka- 
line, nor quite ammoniacal ; but foft and benign, approaching 
near eft to the nature of fal ammoniac. Arbuthnot. 

Ammunition, n.f. [fuppofed by fome to come from amonirio, 
which, in fee barbarous ages, feems to have fignified fupply of 


provifion ; but it, finely, may be more reafonably derived f ro 
munitio, fortification ; chafes a munitions, things for the fortrdli'O 
Military (lores. ’•I 

They muft make themfelves defenfiblc againft ftrangers; and 
muft have the afiiftance of fome able military man, and conve- 
nient arms and ammunition for their defence. ^ 

The colonel (laid to put in the ammunition he brought with 
him; which was only twelve bands of powder, and twelve 
hundred weight of match. Clarendon , b. vijj 

All the rich mines of learning ranfackt are. 

To furnife ammunition for this war. Denham 

But now his (lores of ammunition fpent, 

His naked valour is his only guard : 

Rare thunders are from his dumb cannon fent. 


And folitary guns arc fcarcely heard. Drydens Annus Afi r 

Ammunition bread, n.f. Bread for the fupply of the armies 

or garrifons. 

A'mnesty. n.f. [a'furirnV] An a£l of oblivion ; an a<5l by which 
crimes againft the government, to a certain time, are fo obli- 
terated, that they can never be brought into charge. 

I never read of a law enacted to take away the force of all 
laws, by which a man may fafely commit upon the laft of June, 
what he would infallibly be hanged for, if he committed it on 
the firft of July ; by which the greateft criminals may efcape, 
provided they continue long enough in power, to antiquate their 
crimes, and, by Aiding them a while, deceive the legiflature in- 
to an amnefly. Swift. 

Amni'colist. n.f. [amnicola, Lat.] Inhabiting near a river. D. 

Amni'cenous. n.f. [amnigenus, Lat.J Born of a river. Die! 

A MNION. ) , r - u r ■ - i 

A'MNIOS. }*•/ [ Lat ‘ perhaps from «p®- J 


The innermoft membrane wife which the foetus in the womb 
is mod immediately covered, and with which fee reft of the fe- 
cundines, the chorion, and alantois, are cjcdled after birth. It ij 
whiter and thinner than the chorion. It alfo contains a nutri- 
tious humour, feparated by glands for feat purpofe, with which 
the foetus is preferved. It is outwardly cloathed with the uri- 
nary membrane, and the chorion, which fometimes (lick fo 
clofe to one another, that they can fcarcc be feparated. It his 
alfo its vcffcls from the fame origin as the chorion. Quincy. 
AMO' MUM. n.f. [Lat.J A fort of fruit. 

The commentators on Pliny and Diofcorides differ about the 
ancient amomum ; but the generality of them fuppofe it to be 
a fruit different from ours. Scaligcr is confident, that the mi- 
mum was no fruit ; but the wood, which bore fome refem- 
blance to a bunch of grapes, and was ufed in embalming of bo- 
dies; whence fee name mummy was given to bodies embalmed 
with it. The modern amomum appears to be the flfon, osftum, 
of the ancients, or baflard Jl one-par flley. It refcmblcs the mufat 
grape, grows in clufters, and is about the thicknefs of a pea, 
round, membranous, and divided into three cells, that contain 
fevcral brown angular grains, of a very ftrong aromaticktallc 
and fmell. This fruit is brought from fee Eaft Indies, and 
makes part of the compofition of treacle. It is of a hot fpicy 
tade and fmell. There is likewife another paler feed, named 
amomum ; but neither arc in much repute in phyfick. 

Trevoux. Chambers. 


Amo'ngst. \ prep ‘ [ aman Z> jemanj, Saxon. J 

1. Mingled with ; placed wife other pcifons or things; on every 
fide. 

Amongfl ftrawherries fow here and there fome borage-fee^; 
and you feall find the ftrawberries under thofe leaves far more 
large than their fellows. Bacon's Natural Hifl. N 3 441- 

The voice of God they heard, 

Now walking in the garden, by foft winds 
Brought to their cats, while day declin’d : they beard, 
And from his prefcncc hid themfelves, among 
The thickeft trees, both man and wife. Paraifl 

2. Conjoined with others, fo as to make part of fee number. 

I have then, as you fee, obferved the failings of many great 
wits amongfl the moderns, who have attempted to write an epic 
poem. Dry dot’ s Juvenal, Dedicat. 

There were, among the old Roman ftatucs, fevcral of Venus 
in different pollures and habits ; as there are many particular 
figures of her made after the fame defign. Addifon on Italy. 

A'morist. n.f. [from amour.] An inamorato; agalant; a min 
profefling love. _ . 

Female beauties arc as fickle in their faces as their minds, 
though cafualties feould fparc them, age brings in a necdntj ot 
decay ; leaving doters upon red and white, perplexed by inter- 
tainty both of fee continuance of their miftrefs’s kindnefs, an 


her beauty, both which are neceffary to the amorifl’s joy^ 3 ^ 


quiet. 


Dill- 


AMOROSO, n.f. [Ital.J A man enamoured. 

A'morous. adj [amorofo, Ital.J , . 

1 . In love; enamoured ; with the particle of before the thing 
ed ; in Shakefpeare, on. 

Sure, my brother is amorous on Hero ; and hath withdraw 
her father to break with him about it. 


Apes, as foon as they have brought 


Shakefpeare s Much ado about nothing- 
brought forth their younj,kccp 
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Waller. 


Donne. 


• AMP 

«-es fafter.cd on them, and are never weary of admiring their 

iHMUtv : fo amorous is nature of whatfoever fee produces 
t>cauty Drydens Dufrefnoy . 

2 Naturally inclined to love ; difpofed to fondnefs ; fond. 

The am rotes mailer own’d her potent eyes, 

Sieh’d when he look’d, and trembl’d as he drew ; 

Each flowing line confirm’d his firft furprize. 

And as the pTece advanc’d, the paflion grew. Briar. 

0. Relating, or belonging to love. 

I that am not feap’d for fportive tricks^ 

Nor made to court an am’rous looking-glafs, _ 

I, that am rudely ftampt. Shake/p. Rich. 111 . 

And into all things from her air infpir’d ... ... 

The fpirit of love, and amorous delight. Farad. Lofl , b. vm. 

In the amorous net 

Firft caught they lik’d ; and each his liking chofe. 

Miltons Paradifl Lofl, b. xi. /. 586. 

O ! how I long my carelefs limbs to lay 
Under the plantaiie’s feade, and all the day 
With am’rous airs my fancy entertain. 

Invoke fee mufes, and improve my vein ! 

A'morously. adv. [from amorous.] fondly; lovingly. 

When thou wilt fwim in that live-bath, 

Each fife, which every channel hath, 

Will amaroufly to thee fwim, 

Gladder to catch thee, than thou him. 

A'morousnesS. n.f [from amorous.] The quality of being a- 
morous ; fondnefs ; lovingnefs ; love. 

All Gvnecia’s anions were interpreted by Bafilius, as pro- 
ceeding from jealoufy of his antoroufnefs. Sidney , b. ii. 

I can readily believe that Lindamor has wit, and amoroufnefs 
enough, to make him find it more eafy to defend fair ladies, 
than to defend himfelf againft them. Boyle on Colours. 

AMO'RT. adv. [a la mart, Fr.J In the Hate of fee dead ; de- 
jected ; depreffed ; fpiritlcfs. 

I-Iow fares my Kate ? what, Tweeting, all amort ? 

Shakefpeare’ s Taming of the Shrnv. 

Amortization. ) n. f. [amortiffement, amortiffable, Fr.J The 

Amo'rtizement. J right or adt of transferring lands to mort- 
main ; that is, to fome community, that never is to ceafe. 

Every one of the religious orders was confirmed by one pope 
or other ; and they made an efpecial provifion for them, after 
the laws of amortization were devifed and put in ufe by princes. 

Ayliffe's Parergon Juris Canonici. 

To AMO'RTIZE. v. a. [ amortir , Fr.J To alien lands or te- 
nements to any corporation, guild or fraternity, and their fuc- 
ccffors ; which cannot be done without licence of the king, and 
the lord of the manour. Blount. 

This did concern the kingdom to have farms fufficient to 
maintain an able body out of penury, and to amortize part of 
fee lands unto the yeomanry, or middle part of the people. 

Bacon’s Henry VII. 

To Amo've. v. a. [amoves, Lnt.J 

1. To remove from a pod or ftation : a juridical fenfe. 

2. To remove; to move; to alter: a fenfe now out of ufe. 

Therewith, amoved from his fober mood. 

And lives he yet, faid he, that wrought this acl? 

And do the heavens afford him vital food ? Fairy §hteen. 

ToAmo'unt. v.n. [monier, Fr.J 

1. To rife to in fee accumulative quantity; to compofe in fee 
whole ; with the particle to. It is ufed of fevcral fums in quan- 
tities added together. 

Let us compute a little more particularly how much this will 
amount to, or how many oceans of water would be neceffary to 
compofc this great ocean rowling in fee air, without bounds or 
banks. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

?. It is ufed, figuratively, of the confcqucnce rifing from any thing 
taken altogether. 3 b 

The errours of young men are the ruin of bufinefs ; but fee 
errours of aged men amount but to this, that more might have 
been done, or former. Bacon’s Effays Civil and Moral 

Judgments that are made on the wrong fide of the danger 
amount to no more than an affectation of (kill, without either 
credit or effecl. / > 

Amo unt. n. f. [from To amount. ] The fum total ; the refult 
of fevcral Turns or quantities accumulated. 

And now, ye lying vanities of life. 

Where are you now, and what is your amount P 
\ cxation, difappointment, and remorfe. Thom fen’s Winter 

Amo ur. n .J. [amour, I r. amor , Lat.J An affair of gallantry • 
an intrigue : generally ufed of vicious love. The ou founds 
like 00 in poor. 

No man is of fo general and diffufive a lull, as to profccute 

5“ 3 X th - W ° rld ° VCr 5 :,nd ,et »* burn never fo outra- 

nCoufly, yet the impure flame will either die of itfelf, or con- 
lume tne body that harbours it. Stttt ,f s 

The rcftlcfs youth fcareh’d all fee world around - 
cut how can Jove in his amours he found ? 

A'mper n r r-imn- c 1 » Addifon s Ovtef s Metam. 


but, perhaps, not found in books. 
Vol. 1. 


AMP 

AMPHFBIOUS. adj. [«>?. and That which partakes 

of two natures, fo as to live in two elements ; as, in air and 
water. 

A creature of amphibious nature, 

On land a bead, a fife in water. Hudilras, cant. iii. 

Thofe are called amphibious, which live freely in the air, up- 
on the earth, and yet are obferved to live long upon water, as 
if they were natural inhabitants of that element ; though it be 
worth the examination to know, whether any of thofe crea- 
tures feat live at that cafe, and by choice, a good while, or at 
any time upon fee earth, can live, a long time together, perfect- 
ly under water. _ Locke . 

Fifties contain much oil, and amphibious animals participate 
fomewhat of the nature of fifties, and are oily. Arbuthnot. 

AmphFbiousness. n.f. [from amphibious.] T he quality ot be- 
ing able to live in different elements. 

Amphibolo'gical. adj. [from amphibology.] Doubtful. 

Amphibolo'cicall y. adv. [from amphibological.] Doubtfully? 
with a doubtful meaning- 

AMPHIBO'LOGY. n.f. [IcpvplQ^y’x.] Difcourfeof uncer- 
tain meaning. It is cliftinguifeed from equivocation, which 
means the double fignification of a fingle word ; as, noli regent 
occiderc, timere bonum efl, is amphibology ; captare leporcs , mean- 
ing by lepores, either hares or jefts, is equivocation. 

Now the fallacies, whereby men deceive others, and are de- 
ceived themfelves, the ancients have divided into verba! and 
real ; of fee verbal, and fuch as conclude from miftakes of fee 
word, there are but two worthy our notation ; fee fallacy of 
equivocation and amphibology. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

In defining obvious appearances, we are to ufe what is mod 
plain and eafy; feat fee mind be not milled by amphibologies , 
or ill conceived notions, into fallacious deductions. 

Glanville s Sccpfts Scientiflca. 

Amphibolous, adj. [dp?i and i?axx-.J Tolled from one to an- 
other ; finking each way. 

Never was there fuch an amphibolous quarrel, both parties de- 
claring themfelves for the king, and making ufe of his name in 
all their remonftranccs, to juftify their actions. Howell. 

Amphi'logy. n.f. [aft^tandxoySe.J Equivocation; ambiguity./). 

AMPHISB/E'NA. n. f. [Lat. dupie^am.] A ferpent fuppofed to 
have two heads. 

That fee arnphisbama, feat is, a fmaller kind of ferpent, 
which moveth forward and backward, hath two heads, or one 
at either extreme, was affirmed by Nicander, and others. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. iii. 
Scorpion, and afp, and amphisbecna dire, 

Ceraftes horn’d, hydrus, and diops drear. 

And dipfas. ' Miltons Paraclife lofl, l. x. 

AMP HI' SCI I . n.f [Lat. of ayapi Bnd aftiadow.J 

Thofe people dwelling in climates, wherein the feadows, at 
different times of fee year, fall both ways ; to the north pole, 
when the fun is in the fouthern figns, and to fee fouth pole’ 
when he is in the northern figns. 1 hefe arc the people who 
inhabit fee torrid zone. 

Amphitheatre, n. f. [of a/^iS/aTfcr, of dp pi and hidopa i.J A 
building in a circular or oval form, having its area ei^mpaffed 
with rows of feats one above another ; where fpeclators mi<fet 
behold fpedacies, as ftage-plays, or gladiators. The theatres 
ot the ancients were built in fee form of a femicirde, only ex- 
ceeding a juft femicirde by one fourth part of the diameter ; 
and the amphitheatre is two theatres joined together; fo fent 
fee longdl diameter of the amphitheatre, was to fee (horteft, 
as one and a half to one. 

Within, an amphitheatre appear’d 
Rais’d in degrees ; to fixty paces rear’d, 

I hat when a man was plac d in one degree. 

Height was allow’d for him above to fee. Dr yd. Fables. 

Conceive a man placed in the burning iron chair at Lyons' 
amid the mfults and mockeries of a crouded amphitheatre, and 
ftiil keeping his feat; or (Fetched upon a grate of iron, over 
coals of fire, and breathing out his foul, among fee exquifite 
uftcrings of fuch a tedious execution, rather than renounce 

A '{r®! ff or r bIaf P hc ™ e his Saviour. Addif. on the Chr. Rel. 

AMPLE, adj. [amplui, Lat.J 

1. Large; wide; extended. 

Heav’n defeends 
in univerfal bounty, (bedding herbs, 

2. cfea? in U bSk! nd natUre ’ S ^ lap ’ 

^ ; Dk I your l etters pierce the queen to any demonftration of 

She took ’em, and read ’em in mv prefence. 

And now and then an ample tear trill’d down 

Her delicate cheeks. v r 

3 - Unlimited ; without reftriclion. fP ’ *”* ^ 

Have what you afk, your prefents I receive - 

. r ;f aric j w . herc ’ and . * hcn you pleafe, with ample leave. Dryd. 

4. Liberal ; large ; without parfimony. 3 

If we fpcak of ftrict juftice, God could no way have been 
bound to require man’s labours in fo lanm and J 
human felicity doth import ; in as much ^ Z ‘ ™ nn ?\ i ' s 
exccedeth fo far the other’s value. " ^gnitjr^of feis 

U 5- Large? 
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